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His mother was not ungentle in her heart. Wisdom was in
her rich intellect, if she stopped to search for it. Unhappily,
her eagerness to make Willy the Prince and King par
excellence outweighed her prudence. The delicate case had
not got to be watched, guided, and moulded until its best
elements came to the top. It had got to be crushed, obliter-
ated and stimulated until mentally and, God willing, physi-
cally it had ceased to be a delicate case at all.

'' Up to my seventh year," the Kaiser has himself said,
" my education was in female hands, but none too tender."
The superintendent of the nursery was Countess Reventlow,
but the person who really presided over all happenings in
that quarter was his mother. She was in perfect accord with
Fraulein von Dobeneck, the tall and scraggy governess and
instructress, who later became known to the family as
' Dokka.' Willy hated ' Dokka ' from the first. She was
fond of rapping the palm of his hand with a cane, and there
were stories in Berlin that she used her cane on another part
of his quivering anatomy for more serious offences.

The Crown Princess was supposed to look on with approval
upon these occasions, just as it was said a few years later,
when Hintzpeter the tutor was paramount, that she had
been seen to come out of the schoolroom, harsh-eyed and
thin-lipped, after sounds of fierce castigation had been
heard. Certainly, the Princess did approve of smacking the
outstretched palm. She had herself suffered from its sting
in the nursery. The custom was not unknown in Prussia,
but the idea that it should have a recognized place in the
regime of a Royal nursery was entirely English and entirely
shocking.

One of the tales which went the rounds about this rite in
the Crown Princess's nursery is certainly amusing. Willy was
ordered by von Dobeneck to put out his hand. He caught
the cane when it descended, jerked it away, and smacked her
in a tender portion of her anatomy. His mother was instantly
summoned. Atonement could only be made by applying
the cane in the same way to Willy. His mother admini-
stered the punishment herself. He took the caning philoso-